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THE SHOOTING 


\—The 

Inyo County 

NEWS-LETTER 


... lAca^Ai 3 

wa± in a die am!” 


"Raw courage, sound judgement and hero¬ 
ism shown by my deputies" - in a nutshell, 
the words used in a press release written 
as a letter of thanks by Inyo's Sheriff 
Don Dorsey. 

Modestly, Dorsey did not include him¬ 
self in the praise, although he was there¬ 
on top of it - when the angry young man 
opened up with a rapid-fire spray of bul¬ 
lets from an Uzi. The Uzi is that Israeli- 
made weapon so popular these days with 
terrorist groups around the world. Its 
9-millimeter bullets sprayed the Sheriff's 
office,, and knocked down 2 deputies, and 
cut into the Sheriff himself. All surviv¬ 
ed, but barely. 

The shootout at the jail was so biz¬ 
arre, nobody could quite believe it - even 
when the assailant walked angrily into the 
Courthouse and at the top of his voice, 
went into one or more public offices de¬ 
manding to see "the judge" and asking for 
his "bail money" - all this with the Uzi 
strapped plainly in sight over his should¬ 
er, terrorist-style. Belatedly, somebody 
in the Courthouse got on the phone to the 
Sheriff's office, but by then it was too 
late - the shooting had started up the 
street outside the office of the County's 
top law enforcement agency: bullets were 
flying right through the glass of the 
Sheriff's door. 

Still unanswered is the question of 
WHY it all came down - so suddenly, so 
violently - in the otherwise quiet town 
of Independence. For answers the local 
media queried the District Attorney, the 
Sheriff's men, even the defense lawyers, 
none of whom was overly eager to tell 
more than the barest of facts. 

What is known is that the man accused 
of doing all that shooting, 28 year old 


James Catron, came close to death and was 
in critical condition for some time. 
Countless local people were so outraged 
by the senseless shooting of their Depu¬ 
ties that many actually told us they hoped 
Catron would not make it. Inyo County 
people appreciate their law enforcement 
men and take a harsh view of anyone who 
would try to hurt them. Many too said 
they resented tax money being spent to 
pay for Catron's hospital bills - some¬ 
thing close to $20,000 spent so far for 
surgery and hospitalization. But many 
others wanted to know what motivated 
Catron's actions. That question may be 
answered in court. 

Witnesses to the shoot-out said that it 
appeared even after Catron was shot down 
and lying in the street, that he had begun 
to reach above his head where the Uzi had 
landed when he fell. Observers said it 
was then that Sheriff Dorsey kicked the 
gun away from Catron's hands. 

Only days before this bizarre incident, 
Mrs. Louis Statham had reported finding 
Catron in her home "staring at the walls." 
Deputies arrested him and sent him to Bish¬ 
op for a mental health examination. He 
got it and was released. Authorities are 
saying very little about that examination 
and release, although it is believed that 
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they will be looking into the results of 
the exam and what apparently caused mental 
health workers to feel comfortable about 
letting Catron go. 

The morning of June 7th, many were any¬ 
thing but comfortable once they realized 
what was happening. But at first, people 
at the Courthouse said they weren't sure 
to believe what they saw. Day after day 
goes by at the Inyo County Courthouse with 
hardly a visitor in the hallways. Now, 
there was a strange man with a gun strapped 
to his shoulder. It was so strange, just 
about everyone who saw him didn't get the 
whole message. The Postmaster thought 
perhaps he was an off-duty policeman with 
a gun. The tax collector's assistant at 
first thought what she saw could have been 
a camera or cantine strapped on the man's 
shoulder and not a gun. 

And down at the Justice Court, clerks 
couldn't see the gun at all because of 
the height of the counter there. Post¬ 
master Mil burn Cobb put it this way - "I 
thought I was in a dream. I couldn't be¬ 
lieve it was happening." Cobb had seen a 
man with a gun at the Courthouse and had 
2 


headed back to the Post Office to call 
the Sheriff. He said before he knew what 
was happening, shots rang out in front of 
the jail. 

At the Health Department next door to 
the jail, workers there thought they heard 
firecrackers exploding at first. But then 
they saw what was really happening. When 
the town siren sounded, the Independence 
Volunteers were on their way to help the 
wounded Deputies and the suspect. Two 
nurse practitioners in the Health Depart¬ 
ment office - Rick Gagnon and Michael 
Springer - ran out and were waved over to 
help the fallen officers. Two other Health 
Department workers ran over to help Catron 
who had been shot several times. One bul¬ 
let had somehow lodged in his chin and was 
barely visible. 

The Independence ambulance volunteers 
quickly arrived and one man dropped to his 
knees next to Catron who was bleeding in 
several places. As rescue workers tried 
desperately to save the man's life, Catron 
was overheard mumbling something to the 
effect that he had written the "Star Trek" 
story and Beatles' songs too but was upset 
about not getting credit for those accom- 
plishments. 

Some officers have said Catron is a 
man with rpoblems... a man who had run-ins 
with Deputies in Lone Pine before the 
shooting incident. Officers also said that 
Catron's father, who came to Inyo from 
Utah when he got word of his son's problems, 
told them that his son's problems seemed to 
begin when he was "injured while working 
on an oil rig." Sources said that Catron's 
father also indicated his son got into a 
legal fight with the company over a back 
injury. 

At any rate, whatever happened on June 
7th happened fast, but the Court will take 
its time in coming weeks to determine just 
what did happen. The shooting - Inyo Coun¬ 
ty people will remember it for a long time. 


A QUESTION OF SANITY... 

At presstime, it appeared that Catron, and 
the Inyo taxpayers, might be in for a long 
judicial process. Saying he had "doubts" 
about the defendant's mental competancy to 
stand trial. Judge Pat Canfield sent the 
case to Superior Court where it was ex¬ 
pected Catron would be ordered to undergo 
psychiatric evaluation. ■ 
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'Invigorating trie County seat... 1 tc 
some people in Independence tnat sounds 
almost like a joke. But the Planning De¬ 
partment people with a straight face say 
they're dead serious. 

Iri just two decades or so the popula¬ 
tion of Independence has shrunk oy half. 
Now, only about 600 people live ir. the 
County seat. Not too many years ago it 
enjoyed a pattern of growth. These facts 
create in many an uneasy feeling about 
just where the County scat - and for that 
matter the entire County - is headed. 

Enter the planners, needed or not. 
Planning Director Ted Hilton and his crew 
have, for a dreary number of years, been 
updating the bouncy 'General Plan 1 . It is 
required by law. Part of tne plan is a 
"land use element", so-called. Director 
Hilton believes that designating land 
around Independence, Lone Pine, big Pine, 
and Bishop for "light industrial" use will 
set the stage for "invigoratiofi' . Hilton 
thinks tne key to a "vital County" is 
"getting someone here with jobs'. Not 
many woulo argue that, but there is much 
disagreement as to iiow to go about it - 
it is questionaole as to whether a Plan¬ 
ning Department has any answers. The 
County's planners say tnat the idea be¬ 
hind the current general plan update is 
their "invigorating" theory. But there 
is more to it: the very nature uf planning, 
with its set of bureaucratic justifications 
that often arbitrarily tell a property 
owner wnai he/she can do with lano, tends 
to infuriate rather than protect many 
homeowners. Some get the feeling that 
bureaucrats with not much else to do, sit 
dround an office plotting ana planning 
the future of their land. 


... Some get the feeling that 
laieaacmt with not much 
ehe to do, ut atoand an 
ofefece /dotting and /tanning 
the /ataie oj then tand. 


That was just about the sum cf tne 
sentiment expresseo privately by many 
during a public hearing on the general 
plan at Independence recently, sometimes 
justifiably. To many it appears absurd 
that tne County planners would introduce 
several varieties of residential Designa¬ 
tions in such a tiny town. 3ut many more, 
who concentrate their time ori making a 
living, just do not understand the com¬ 
plex jargon of planning language. When 
the planning dust settles, they find 
themselves owners of useless land - a 
change in designation, zoning, or density 
can shatter a homeowner's dreams of even 
improving ins property. Such is the 
nature of government plamr.ng laws. 



Director lli'iton admitted tnat with a 
town like Independence it would "probably 
be better to plan in more general terms." 
But he said that he has to use designations 
similar to those in the Bishop plan or be 
accused of unfairness. Judging from the 
reaction at the Independence hearing. 

Hi~itor: ano the F’lanning Commission will 
probably be accused of that anyway. 

Getting back to joes. The planners 
nave designated dozens of acres around 
Inyo's communities for potential light 
industry. But designations mean nothing 
unless someone does something to get 
ownership of the 1 aria in them. Right now 
the acres tagged light industry belong to 
the Department of Water and Power and 
Bureau of Land Management. The Inyo Super¬ 
visors have consistently failea tc take 
a strong stand cn acquiring land and they 
have consequently done nothing to get 
land for growth. 

The BLN land is part of what is known 
as 'withdrawn acres" for the protection of 
Los Angeles water rights. So DWP has in¬ 
fluence over both tracts of land. To get 
these acres out of pub! ic ownership and 
onto the tax roll will take a lot of hard 
work, many counties actually hire semeone 
specifically to work or: land acquisition 
and then to attract light industry. 

Hilton says that even now counties and 
cities are fighting fiercely over light 
manufacturers, ir: an effort to attract new 
business. Meanwhile, Inyo officials no- 
hum the issue arid the population of the 
County's towns diminishes. 

Lie general plan update has left a 
number of property owners with the feeling 
that they no longer nave control over tne 
land tney own and several told us that 
t.icy also feel County planning officials 
are mere concerned about getting their 
plans down on paper t.ian tney are about 
serving the needs of a struggling populace. 
The planners themselves have admitted that 
.nyo towns need jobs and iiomcs. But for 
those already lighting the poor economy 
here, newly imposed planning restrictions 
coupled with tne Supervisors' negligence 
in getting needed land add up to a situa¬ 
tion that is more like vigor-Graining 
than "invigorating". ■ 
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The election is over ... 60% of the 
electorate cast their votes ... so now what? 


Supervisorial politics in Inyo rarely 
change with drama. And even now, much may 
depend on the run-off election in November. 

Few expected Charles Hunter to unseat 
the entrenched Johnny Johnson. He's been 
around a long time and he's a smart poli¬ 
tician. Johnson did come up against public 
opinion on the water issue and made some 
enemies. But many more just didn't know 
Hunter, now that Johnson's back for four 
more years, what will the Board of Super¬ 
visors be like? 

A factor partially overlooked is the 
imminent absence of P.D.Cook. Bishop 
teacher Bob Campbell will enter into the 
picture. Most see Campbell as an intelli¬ 
gent man with a somewhat open mind. And 
perhaps more importantly, he has demon¬ 
strated a willingness - while sitting on 
the Bishop City Council - to speak his 
mind and act on his beliefs. 

On the current Board of Supervisors 
there is unrest - even though he finally 
gave in and voted for the DWP agreement, 
Supervisor Lefty Irwin doesn't much like 
it, and he is now faced with obstinate 
opposition from some Board members be¬ 
cause he criticized their blind eagerness 
for jumping into bed with the City of 
Los Angeles. 

The key to Supervisorial politics lies 
in alliances. Which Board member can see 
eye to eye with another and vote with him. 

In the past. Supervisors Johnny Johnson, 
P.D.Cook, and Bob Bremmer voted on DWP 
issues as if they had just stepped in from 
rehearsal. Larry Calkins fell into the 
chorus line, and the political dynamics at 
work on the water issue bled over into 
other issues. 

Now, much depends on what happens in 
the Fifth District. Jerry Zeutzius came 
out strong as the top vote getter. But 
not strong enough to take a majority. The 
presence of Warren Hageman in that race 
practically assured a run-off. Many are 
saying that those who voted for Hageman 
will probably cast their November ballots 
for Zeutzius. If Jerry Zeutzius wins that 
Supervisorial seat, then the Board politics 
may shift. Zeutzius even stated that his 
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goal is to get on the Board and work with 
two other Supervisors to get a majority 
vote on the issues. Depending on the 
personalities and needs of the new Board 
members, it is probable that Zeutzius and 
Irwin would have common views and possible 
that Campbell would join them on certain 
issues. At this point in his career, Calk¬ 
ins often seems to flow with the majority. 

Johnny Johnson and Bob Bremmer have 
demonstrated clearly that they have no 
intention of changing their views on the 
water issue. But that's not the only is¬ 
sue. Campaigning candidates brought out 
problems on the Board of Supervisors that, 
if they continue, may lead to real and de¬ 
bilitating problems for Inyo. Hunter, 
while he may not have had mass appeal, did 
say some intelligent things. He recogniz¬ 
ed that the Supervisors appear afraid to 
deal with problems before them. Inyo 
communities are land-locked with City of 
Los Angeles and federal government land 
squeezing them in. L.A. has refused to 
turn loose of any significant amount of 
territory. County sources have told us 
that DWP also discourages agencies like 
tne Bureau of Land Management and Forest 
Service from freeing up acres for commun¬ 
ity development. Many people recognize 
that Inyo's towns are in trouble economi¬ 
cally and will sink deeper unless there is 
at least some modest growth. The Super¬ 
visors could have negotiated for land 
while putting together the latest agree¬ 
ment, but they didn't. This issue and 
the water issue can tangibly hurt Inyo's 
people financially if not handled with 
foresight and smarts. 

Back to the November run-off. If 
Bremmer wins, it may be more of the same 
from the Inyo Board. If Zeutzius wins, 
it may be that the Board of Supervisors 
will act differently on the water issue 
and tackle problems of the future. 

And, of course, there will be no 
changes at all until January when the new 
Board members - whoever wins - will take 
their seats. 

One thing was clear in the June elec¬ 
tion - there are hundreds of Southern Inyo 
people who are not happy with Bob Bremmer. 


















MYERS STRESSED OUT/ SUCH A 
DEAL!/ GREENER PASTURES FOR 
ANGELO/ UNANSWERED QUESTIONS?/ 
A LOOK AT BIG RED/ MORE 
BUREAUCRATS 


Inyo County Counsel Dennis Flyers says 
his job is stressful and led to his massive 
heart attack in October of 1982. 

The Supervisors hired an insurance firm 
to advise them what to do when Myers filed 
a workman's compensation claim against 
Inyo. The firm wrote to the Board that 
overindulgence prior to the attack may have 
contributed to it, but they said Myers 
couldn't remember what he was doing immed¬ 
iately before his heart attack. 

People at a party for then Sheriff- 
candidate Fred Coburn said Myers had been 
there before he suffered his attack. But 
the County Counsel told the insurance firm 
that he considers his job with the County 
"stressful" and claimed that the week be¬ 
fore his heart attack was a rough one since 
that is when the County was hit with floods. 



Counsel Dennis Myers 


Myers attorney offered to settle with 
the County for a "20% disability payment" 
of nearly $5,000 and life-time medical in¬ 
surance. Four Supervisors agreed to it. 
Supervisor Lefty Irwin voted no and called 
it a gift of public funds. Irwin has in¬ 
dicated in the past that he feels Myers 
doesn't work hard enough and has avoided 

taking cases to the courtroom. 

*** 

Such a deal! The DWP and the Super¬ 
visors continue to push Inyo towns to buy 
the DWP town water systems. Big Pine, of 
course, did make that purchase. But the 
promise of very low water rates seems to 
be disappearing. Many Big Pine customers 
were surprised to discover that their 
community service district decided a rate 
increase was needed and hurriedly voted 
it in. 

The increase actually drops the unit 
rate but adds something new called the 
"service availability charge". That a- 

mounts to an additional $8 per month. 

**★ 

Abandonning ship is County Parks Di¬ 
rector Jim Angelo. He's heading for a 
job in Sonoma County. Angelo leaves with 
a few battle scars from Inyo. 

A couple of years ago there was a 


serious attempt to fire Angelo when some 
of the parks went out to private enterprise. 
Two or three Supervisors tried to get An¬ 
gelo out, but the public was so offended by 
the way they were going about it that their 
efforts failed. Angelo was a hard worker 
and insulting him in the Board room only 
made a couple of Supervisors look vindic¬ 
tive. 

Anyway, Angelo weathered that storm 
and even promised to take on overseeing 
emergency planning and the County museum. 

It was just in time because almost immed¬ 
iately the floods hit and Mono County's 
volcanic hazzard notice came out. 


(continued on p.6) 
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NEWS BRIEFS (continued from p.5) 

Controversy was cropping up again be¬ 
fore Angelo's decision to leave went pu¬ 
blic. Trouble has been brewing at the 
museum and Angelo was about to find him¬ 
self in the midst of it. But now he's 

heading to truly greener pastures. 

*** 

Where do you like to spend your vaca¬ 
tion? DWP officials claim that's what 
they will try to find out in a survey 
scheduled for this summer. But DWP refus¬ 
es to let us see a copy of that question- 
aire. 

Those who have seen it say that there 
is a lot more to it. Sources told us that 
the DWP survey looks more like an attempt 
to discredit efforts to save Mono Lake. 

They told us that one of the questions 
basically asks: "Would you rather pay low 
water rates or save Mono Lake." Of course, 
when it's put that way, many Los Angeles 
vacationers will opt for the low water 
bills unless they understand the purpose 
of the questionaire. 

DWP officials asked the Forest Service 
if they could conduct this survey on 
National Forest lands. Local Forest Ser¬ 
vice Supervisor Gene Murphy examined the 
questionaire but said that DWP can not 
conduct their survey on National Forest 
acres. 

Apparently DWP will have to ask their 
questions on Los Angeles owned land in 
the Eastern Sierra. 

*** 

And an Inyo County official headed for 
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far-off territory - Health Officer Dr. 
George Kibler. As part of his continuing 
education requirements to have a physi¬ 
cian's license Kibler will go to Russia 
this summer to study health service there. 

Of course, few in America agree with 
the Soviet Union's government philosophy, 
but many agree that the Soviets have a 
good health care system. The good part 
is that rich and poor alike get care when 
they need it. 

As Dr. Kibler pointed out, doctors do 
not work for themselves and big profit, so 
medical care is more equitable. This is a 
personal project of Kibler's, not County 
paid. Part of the course is in America and 
the main part is observing the health care 
system in Russia. 

The Inyo voters approved the ground- 
water ordinance four years ago to get local 
control over groundwater. At least right 
now it looks like the only thing they are 
getting is a new level of bureaucracy. 

The Supervisors say if the agreement 
goes through they will agree to keep the 
Water Commission going to oversee pumping 
plans and mitigation projects. 

But as for the controversial Water 
Commission advisory committee, the Board 
resolution will call for re-organization of 
that. Of course, advisory committee mem¬ 
bers had largely opposed the current agree¬ 
ment and raised the ire of the water com¬ 
missioners. Apparently they are looking 
for a group of yes-people. ■ 
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While many Inyo people hoped the Third 
District Court of Appeals would reject the 
DWF agreement, the Court's conditional 
approval of it was almost as good... maybe 
better. 

The Judges told Inyo and L.os Angeles 
that they would co along with the agreement 
if DWP follows the Court's orders from 
several years ago. That means DWP would 
have to remain under the Appeals Court's 
watchful eye and prepare an environmental 
impact report on its pumping and surface 
water diversions. All this would have to 
be done at the end of the current agree¬ 
ment. 

Now, when word of the Court's wishes 
first cot out some thought, that DWP would 
surely jump on the opportunity to get final 
confirmation for the agreement that L.A. 
has promoted so much as the end of the 
water war. But instead there was a ner¬ 
vous silence down at DWP headquarters. And 
that silence was very revealing. 

During the past year of negotiations, 
Los ^ngeles officials talked a let about 
their good faith in dealing with Inyo Coun¬ 
ty... about their desire to share in man¬ 
agement of the Owens Valley for the sake 
of its environment. But when faced with 
the continued responsibility of accounting 
for the impacts of its water taking, L.A. 
was no longer so cushy with good will. 

The agreement itself tries to weasle 
out of satisfying the Appeals Court demand 
for an environmental impact report. It 
says something vague like the two parties 
will satisfy environmental law when a 
joint water management plan comes about. 

But the facts are... Inyo County filed 
a suit against L.A. 12 years ago to force 
the City to prepare an environmental im¬ 
pact report on its groundwater pumping. 

The same Appeals Court that is now dealing 
with the agreement heard that original 
case. They ordered DWP to do that EIR and 
when L.A. came back with an inferior pro¬ 
duct twice, the Judges told them to go 
back and do it right. DWP has never com¬ 
pleted that environmental report. And it 
is clear now that the City officials very 
much do not want to do that EIR. 

Inyo officials are privately specula¬ 
ting that the City never intended to come 
up with that EIR and they used the agree¬ 
ment to get out of it. Private sources 
close to the water situation say that CWP 
is deathly afraid of putting down on paper 
an honest assessment of what its water 

taking has done to the Valley and what it 
will continue to do. And so it would seem. 
In 12 years the Department of Water and 
D ower, with its millions of dollars, dozens 
of lawyers, and just as many engineers has 
for some reason been "unable" to produce 
an adequate EIR on pumping here. As Dis¬ 
trict Attorney Buck Gibbons said at a pub¬ 



lic meeting "It is not that DWP is unable 
to do the EIR... they are unwilling." 

But now the Third District Court of 
Appeals has demanded it once more. And 
this time if DWP fails to go along, the 
price is higher - it is the agreement they 
have wanted so much for so long. But now 
the agreement may not look so sweet as it 
once did. Before the Court's conditional 
approval came out, DWP believed that the 
agreement would deliver Los Angeles from 
the unprofitable duty of telling the truth 
about its water drain or Inyo. But the 
Appeals Court Judges apparently saw the 
truth and placed DWP in a position to get 
what it wants - the agreement... but afso 
tc be responsible by reporting to the Court 
what its pumping and diverting is really 
doing to Inyo. Sounds like a reasonable 
deal to those who are dealing in good faith. 

Inyo's people are willing to comply to 
the Court's wishes. At press time, DWP 
officials we^e still remaining strangely 
silent. The only way out for DWP would be 
if Inyo officials agreed to drop the EIR 
lawsuit altogether. Then the Appeals Court 
would have no say over anything L.A. and 
Inyo do. But privately, Inyo's advisors are 
saying that would be very fcolish for Inyo 
since obviously it is that suit and the 
Appeals Court which are providing perhaps 
the only tool of defense Inyo has against 
L.A.'s power and wealth. 

Surely the Inyo Supervisors will recog¬ 
nize that and the fact that the Appeals 
Court Judges, free from petty local politics 
and fear of Los Angeles, made one smart 
move. ■ 
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The News-Letter welcomes readers' letters and comments relevant to pub¬ 
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Inyo County News-Letter: 

Hi! Long time - no see! I have been 
enjoying the papers you compile and want 
to thank you for sending them to me. 

I have been gone 11/2 years, almost. 
Promoting and doing well on my books: 

Book #1 - "Woman Alone from Despair to 
Hope" is in libraries and book 
stores. 

Book #2 - "Ghost Towns" (I don't know 
the exact title the publisher plans 
to use for it) is being compiled by 
the publisher who purchased it. 

Book #3 - About people's daily problems 
is the one I am working on now. It 
will be several years in the making 
and is in its rough stage. 

While traveling, lecturing, and inter¬ 
viewing people for Book #3, I found some 
problems I did not know existed. 

Senior Citizens sell their home, buy a 
motor home, and travel. Their grown child¬ 
ren get angry at them. Some even "disown" 
their parents. Some children adjust to 
their parents' new life style. Some stay 
angry for years. 

Of course, some children never get 
angry, but are happy for their "roving 
parents". I guess this is why I was not 
aware, until I interviewed so many "Sr. 
Vagabonds" that this problem existed. It 
will be one of the many discussed in my 
book. 

The reasons for the angry children are: 

1. "What will our friends think?" The 
grown children are in the 30-40 age bracket. 
The age in which people are usually very 
conscious of public opinion. They do not 
want people to think their parents are 
"bums who do not own property". Most young 
people and most Sr. Citizens are not encum¬ 
bered by these false concepts. 

2. Security. From infanthood, the children 
have always known that Mom and Dad were at 
home, when they needed them. Now, they ex¬ 
pect their parents to sit on the empty nest, 
and twiddle their thumbs "just in case we 
need them". 

3. Free babysitters have "flown the coop". 

4. Inheritance: "We were going to inherit 
property. Now, we will inherit a motor 
home", 

As I said, not all children become an¬ 
gry. Mine are a little worried at their 
53 year old mother's excapades, but not 
angry. 

When one motor home sported the oft-seen 
sticker "We are spending our kids' inheri¬ 
tance", I asked the owners, "What do your 
children think of it?" They answered, "Our 
children are the ones who gave us the stick¬ 
er. They are the ones who prompted us to 
dare this life of vagabond pleasure." 

Another problem I encountered was that 
people (some people) would judge me by the 
way I dressed. 

If I wore my cordoroy coat and leather 
hat, they were quite rude. When I wore my 
heels, hose, and silk dress for a lecture; 
these same people became very nice. 
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A third problem was with strange post- 
offices. Because they didn't know me, and 
because they had taken upon themselves the 
responsibility of keeping "bums" out of 
town, they were not only rude, but unlawful. 

I dispatched this problem by writing to 
the postmaster general in Washington, D.C. 
(You CAN "fight city hall" and usually win - 
as you have found.) After Washington sent 
a field man to investigate, the errant post 
offices sent me a letter of apology. More 
important, I hope they will discontinue the 
practices against transients. 

Now, write and tell me of your adven¬ 
tures. I can see by the paper, that it is 
still #1 value, and I am sure it has led 
you into much excitement. Thank-you again 
for having me on your list. 

Sincerely, 

Gloria Lewis 
Lone Pine 


SPEAK YOUR MIND. 

The News-Letter wants its Forum Page 
to be a marketplace of ideas. So speak 
your mind; it will be given a hearing 
here.... but be brief and to the point. 

- The Editor - 


□ 


□ 


An experience in fine dining. 



Delicious gourmet foods 
and a Children's Menu. 



The Red Lyon Saloon 
has it's own bar menu. 



Saloon & Dining Room Happy Hour 

Open from 5pm Nightly 5-6 



Boulder Drive, June Lake, California 93529 
(619) 648-7998 



























Benb w o k . 


If the news is bad today - cheer up - 
Benbrook will make it worse tomorrow! 



by 

Clarence 

Benbrook 


Banks split on how to handle foreign 
debts. Bank's money split to foreign 
countries. 

Columnist Royko asks where war would 
be without religious scruples. If it had 
religious scruples it wouldn't be a war. 

Jackson going to visit Castro. Jackson 
deserves first prize. 30 years. 

An expert is one who disagrees with 
an expert. 

Hart talks about runaway inflation and 
runaway arms race and runaway budget. 

None of these are running away. 

Can the Democrats govern after tearing 
each other apart? The answer has been 
skipped to protect the innocent. 

Sports writer says sports mania con¬ 
tributes to the increase in domestic 
violence. Every time the Dodgers lose, 

Omie beats his wife. 

Soviets are spending $1 billion a year 
to uncover the secrets of mind control. 
Hart, Mondale, and Jackson make them look 
like misers. 

Woman claims her son is Franklin D. 
Roosevelt - reborn. Now we have re-born 
Democrats. At least three of them. 

Reagan accused of stealing Carter's 
debate papers. The Democrats are hoping 
he don't steal the presidential election. 

The key witness abainst DeLorean is 
the direct opposite of the dapper defend¬ 
ant. Mr. Clean Unclean and Mr. Unclean 
Clean. 

The House and Senate agreed on a $30 
billion tax hike bill to combat the 
deficit. A sling shot will not kill an 
elephant. 

Senator Jepson says he visited a sex 
club in the belief that it was a health 
spa. As soon as he found out it was a 
sex spa, he quit looking. 

Trailway Bus Lines has offered runaway 
children a free ride home anywhere in the 
country. If it was a free ride away from 
home there would be too much of a rush. 

A House Sub-Committee, bowing to 
pressure from the tobacco lobby voted to 
call for a study on how to develop a self- 
snuffing cigarette. Self-snuffing cigar¬ 
ettes will not help the self-snuffing 
people who smoke. 

Mondale voted Man of the Year by 
Kirkland's Union. Just goes to show what 
a lousy year we had. 

Willie Brown is accused of using tax¬ 
payers money to defeat Prop. 24 which has 
already been voted in by taxpayers. 

Willie thinks that all opposed should 
raise their right hand - and drop dead. 

The money supply fell $2.4 billion in 
a week. The law of money supply is what 
goes down must go up. 

Japan spends as much on sex as they do 
on national defense. Sex needs no nation¬ 
al defense. For that you could jump over 


de fence. 

Mid-West and Canada to cooperate on 
acid rain. They're going to split it 
50-50 with Russia. 

Chairman of the American Express 
Company says taxpayers May foot the bill 
for failed banks. May is past and June 
is here. 

The; ce 1 ! went out across the land for 
citizen participation in reforming the 
federal inceme tax system. The call went 
out below the range of human hearing. 
Sixteen degs showed up to protest the high 
ccst of dog licenses. 

Lady wants more women in computers. 

I'll have a young, gorgeous red head in 
mi ne, 

Why confidence in banks is ebting. 

Money ebbs out but don't flow back. 

Lawmakers have only 40 working days 
left in this session. There is only time 
for the most pressing issues. More taxes. 

Omie Mairs sez: The two things most 
people prefer is life instead of death and 
riches instead of poverty. 

In West Germany, scientists have devel¬ 
oped a thimble size milking machine for 
milking mice. Now they can make their own 
cheese and be self sufficient. 

Hart says poverty is the problem, not 
Communism. Communism is net a problem, it 
is "Circle the Wagons"! 

Ask net what a burglar can do for you, 
but what you can do for the burglar. 

dr' 
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Paranoia realized... for all of you 
Internal Revenue Service watchers... KABC 
commentator Bill Press reported the ether 
night that there is a new regulation going 
into effect at IRS. 

Seems IRS agents are new allowed to 
pose as news reporters, clergymen, doctors, 
lawyers, and nuns so they can ferret out 
the dirt on tax fraud cr tax evasion cases. 

Of course in a small-town county like 
ours, it's highly unlikely the IRS could 
get away with such devious,and possibly 
illegal, tactics. Now, we're not advocat¬ 
ing cheating on your taxes, but I know 
one man who was the innocent victim of an 
IRS snafu. He was hounded by agents for 
6 years before the feds realized they were 
the culprits. 

Anyway, if you happen to be sick in 
the hospital and a strange doctor you've 
never seen before starts asking you about 
your finances... watch out! 

And there's masquerading of a different 
sort going on. Mary Stearns of Bishop is 
taking a belly-dancing break for awhile 
(Mary has taught many Inyo women the 
ancient art of undulation). 

But she's still in business... no long¬ 
er contemplating the navel... but renting 
out the most outrageous costumes around. 
She's got vampires, pirates, exotic ladies, 
even a coffin that goes with the ghouls. 

Her rentals have already wen prizes at 
costume parties in Bishop and Mammoth. 


Speaking of Mammoth... 
what's going on up there? 

One of the deputies told me 
that a high school boy set 
his friend's hair on fire at 
school. Someone extinguish¬ 
ed the flaming locks and 
they all headed to the prin¬ 
cipal's office. 

Seems the kid witn the 
singed head didn't want to 
press charges, but we hear 
the principal is burned up 
about it! 

*** 

And Inyo deputies... 
well, we're just plain lucky 
to have the kind of men who 
handled that shooting in 
early June. It could've 
been much, much worse. Hike 
Nicholas, Steve Rogers, and 
Jim Neujhar reacted with 
cool heads. Nice to know 
guys like that are around 

to protect us. 

★ ★★ 

The tragic death of the 
teens - Robbie Vance and 
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Kerry Gordon really shook up a lot of peo¬ 
ple. Some have approached me with the 
idea of setting aside one large area for 
graduation celebrations... then no driving! 

It's something to think about. 

*** 

VPP's all (Very Pleasant People)... 
County Clerk Rita Bromley-Holland and her 
workers. On election night they worked 
hard until 2am. They never got cross with 
pushy reporters. Now that takes a truly 
pleasant -pleasant person! 

A source that was close to certain 
County officials says that months ago there 
was talk about settling with DWP with the 
primary idea of getting plenty of money for 
a kind of surrender. That's not surpris¬ 
ing. Just confirms what we already knew. 

*** 

I thought about ignoring Benbrook's 
weak attempt at retaliation in his last 
column. He wanted me to fly up to 10,000 
feet and fall off my broom (I believe that 
was his quaint remark). Just because I 
revealed the untold story about his curly 
hair! Only problem was... Benbrook 
borrowed my broom! Take heart, Ben, at 
least you have hair! 

*** 

...MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS 
EVERY DAY... 


Sincerely, 


4&L 
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Advertising in the Town Billboard is 
now free of charge - printed as a public 
service. If you have an announcement or 
something to sell, mail your ad to P.O.Box 
313 or call 878-2508. Please be brief 
and one ad per person. 

Application for entry in the Annual 
Fourth of July parade at Independence 
are now being accepted. You may pick up 
an entry form at Mairs 1 Market or Austin's 
in Independence. In Lone Pine forms are 
at Lloyd's of Lone Pine. Due date for 
entry is June 30th. This year's theme 
is "This is Our Country". For more 
information call Pete Falbo at 878-2236. 

Go swimming at the Owens Valley School 
swimming pool. Hours are Tuesday thru 
Sunday from 12-1 for adults, 1-4 for 
everyone and 5-7 for everyone. Cost is 
$1.00 for adults and 50<t for the kids in 
the afternoon. _ 

Library hours at the Independence 
Library located in the Courthouse are as 
follows: Monday from 12-4, Wednesday from 
6-9 in the evening and Thursday 12-4 in 
the afternoon. Support your local library! 


For Sale: Large roll of unused black 
plastic - .006" thick and 40ft. x 100ft. 

If you can use it, make me an offer. Call 
878-2508 for more information. ■ 



(Highway 395 ) Across from the Courthouse 
Independence, CA 


For reservations call 878-2221 
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n Enter my own subscription □ Extend my subscription 


1 MY NAME 

1 
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The Inyo County News-Letter is published 
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All correspondence, including letters to 
the editor, should be mailed to P.0. Box 313, 
Independence, California 93526. 


NOW IN 
BISHOP 8c 
BIG PINE 




N\iith 

KESSLER 


8c Maril}/n Fisher 

Monday \NednesctaK Friday 

6&8p.rn 


COMING SOON 
to SOUTHERN INYO!! 
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